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In our preliminary study, we observed that a dietary addition of di-(2-ethylhexyl)phthalate (DEHP) decreased serum iron. It has been suggested that the serum level of iron could be affected by the intestinal absorption of iron, serum ceruloplasmin activity,1} liver xanthine oxidase activity,2* etc. During a study of the underlying mechanism, we found a marked depression of liver xanthine oxidase activity by feeding with DEHP. This chemical is known as a peroxisome proliferator that induces peroxisomal /^-oxidation of fatty acid and catalase in the liver. 
